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Jungho Lee Counsellor

Embassy of the Republic of Korea in Japan

Born in Seoul, South Korea (Republic of Korea, ROK), in 1977.

Studied International Relations, with focus on European integration, in Seoul and
Frankfurt a. O. (Germany).

* Title of Master thesis is: " Determining Factors of Closer Cooperation among EU
Member States in European Foreign Policy”

Joined the Ministry of Foreign Studies (MOFA) of ROK in 2007, thereafter.

Served abroad at the Embassies in Berlin (Germany), Riyadh (Saudi Arabia), Tokyo
(Japan).

Engaged in the bilateral relations issues between ROK and Japan (Asia-Pacific Affairs
Bureau at the Ministry (MOFA) and the Presidential Office (National Security Office)
for long years, and covered other portfolios at the Strategy and Policy Planning
Bureau, European Affairs Bureau and International Law Bureau.

Re-posted to the Embassy in Tokyo in 2025.

Ratiohale and challenges to build a FObHust
partnership of South Korea and J dpan

- R(’*ﬂ(’*(‘ling ofh.the 60th \Ill]i\f‘l‘Sﬂl‘.\' of Normalization of Diplomiati Relations

Key Words Our two neighboring countries, ROK and Japan, marks the 60th Anniversary of
‘normalization” of the bilateral diplomatic ties this year. The two key
South Korea and Japcm democracies, bound by geographic proximity, yet estranged by the past, have
. undergone times of turbulence since then, and evolved into key partners over

60th Anniversary of the the decades.
normalization of It is high time to take stock of the past developments and to build a resilient

dlplomahc relations partnership, as guardian of democracies, to promote peace and prosperity in

the region and beyond.

Amid fluctuating international order, facing increasing challenges at home and
abroad, it is all the more compelling that the two key partners should “hold
both hands” to open up a chapter of a forward-looking, future-oriented

Resilient partnership of
neighboring countries

o [ O nonewimie relations for the peoples of not only both countries, but also the whole world,
/\/‘ & as the slogan of 60th Anniversary goes.
(] This special seminar provides a great opportunity to look back on the

footprints of the past 60 years, focusing on how to build a robust partnership
of both countries, while keeping the reconciliation efforts among European
neighboring countries in sight, particularly between Germany and France, as
the speaker abounds in practical background as a career diplomat in Europe
for long years.
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